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KIMBERLEY ULTRAMARATHON — EL QUESTRO WILDERNESS PARK FIRE  

Referral to Economics and Industry Standing Committee — Standing Orders Suspension — Motion 

On motion without notice by Dr K.D. Hames (Minister for Tourism), resolved with an absolute majority — 

That so much of standing orders be suspended as is necessary to enable a motion to be debated 

forthwith referring matters relating to the Kimberley Ultramarathon event to the Economics and 

Industry Standing Committee. 

Referral to Economics and Industry Standing Committee — Motion 

DR K.D. HAMES (Dawesville — Minister for Tourism) [3.58 pm]: I move — 

(1) That the Economics and Industry Standing Committee investigate and report by 21 June on the 

2011 Kimberley Ultramarathon event held by RacingThePlanet—RTP—which resulted in 

injuries to a number of participants. The investigation will include — 

(a) whether RTP took all reasonable steps to identify and reduce risks and maintain the 

safety of competitors, employees, contractors, spectators and volunteers in the 

preparation for and the running of the event and in responding to the fire and the 

injuries, including access to medical support and evacuations; 

(b) the extent to which the terms and conditions applied by an event organiser to 

employees, volunteers and competitors and any associated sponsorship agreement 

with Tourism WA should reasonably protect the safety and interests of competitors, 

employees, contractors, volunteers and spectators; 

(c) insurance and civil liabilities matters and the appropriateness of the Civil Liability 

Act 2002 (Western Australia) provisions regarding liability of operators and 

organisation of recreational activities, particularly of a high-risk nature; 

(d) the extent to which Tourism WA adequately assessed the qualifications, capability, 

experience, and capacity of RTP to organise, promote and run the event safely and 

with appropriate protections to competitors, employees, contractors, volunteers and 

spectators and the extent to which these should be assessed for future events; 

(e) the role and actions of Western Australian government departments and agencies, 

including Tourism WA, the Department of Environment and Conservation, the Fire 

and Emergency Services Authority, police and health departments and local 

governments in respect of the event and the protection and rescue of competitors, 

employees, contractors, volunteers and spectators; and 

(f) whether there are measures that should be taken by government to ensure the risks 

including bushfires in remote areas in the context of extreme sporting events are 

adequately identified and addressed.  

(2) That the member for Midland be co-opted to the committee for this inquiry.  

There is no further need for me to debate the motion, as we have discussed it previously. 

MRS M.H. ROBERTS (Midland) [4.01 pm]: Members will recall that I raised this matter last week during 

debate on the Premier’s Statement. I moved an amendment to the motion to note the Premier’s Statement, but I 

withdrew that amendment after some consultation across the chamber with the Premier when he agreed that the 

government would be prepared to support an inquiry, perhaps by a committee, and that we could have some 

discussions about the terms of reference. Although I would have preferred that a select committee be set up 

especially for this purpose to report by 21 June, I accept that this will at least allow the matter to be dealt with 

expeditiously. I have also had discussions with the Minister for Tourism about the terms of reference and we 

have eventually come to agreement, so I will move no further amendment to the terms of reference. 

I quickly place on the record that since the debate in the house last week, I have been contacted by numerous 

ultra-marathon runners, many of whom participated in that event, and also by a lot of family members, friends 

and supporters of those who were injured in the Kimberley Ultramarathon event. In particular, I have had 

communication with Kate Sanderson, who was one of the girls who was severely injured. The fact that this 

matter will progress to an inquiry has really lifted her spirits. In the previous few months, she has felt very 

dejected because it appeared that no-one in Western Australia was taking any interest in what had happened to 

her, to Turia or to the two men who were badly injured. The fact that the Western Australian Parliament will 

now conduct an inquiry will lift her spirits and the spirits of Turia immensely. This can only be good for their 
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recovery. I know that the inquiry will not take away their injuries and it certainly will not solve all their 

problems, but it will go a long way, at least in the first instance, towards letting those injured parties know that 

there will be a proper inquiry and a review and that the consequences they have suffered have not gone 

unnoticed. 

Question put and passed.  

 


